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A FRANK WOODFIELD PHOTO OF ASTORIA IN 1911, LOOKING EAST. 


In This Issue ... 
December 8th marks the 100th anniversary of the Great Astoria Fire of 1922 


that burned the city’s downtown destroying almost 300 businesses and dis- 
placing over 2,000 people. This issue of Cumtux is dedicated to that devastating 
event. 

The bulk of the images and corresponding information from this issue will 
make its way to the Uppertown Firefighters Museum in the summer of 2023 
and become a permament part of the exhibits there. 


—The Editor 
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PHOTO BY FRANK WOODFIELD. VIEW OF DOWN- 
TOWN ASTORIA AFTER THE FIRE OF DECEMBER 
8, 1922 TAKEN FROM THE SOUTHEAST CORNER 
OF THE SPEXARTH BUILDING ROOF OVER- 
LOOKING 9TH AND COMMERCIAL STREETS. 
QuoTeE BY EBEN W. TALLANT. 


CUMTUx: Chinook jargon: 


“To know...to inform” 


HISTORY OF THE ASTORIA 
FrRE DEPARTMENT AND FIRES 


ASTORIA FIRE DEPARTMENT 
No. 1 

On August 12, 1870, local resi- 
dents Charles S. Wright, Simon N. 
Arrigoni, Isaiah W. Case, Adam Van 
Dusen, and Charles Binder called 
the citizens of Astoria together 
in a town meeting to discuss the 
city’s urgent need for an orga- 
nized fire department. From here, 
events moved swiftly, with indi- 
viduals assigned the tasks of both 
recruiting potential firefighters and 
securing funds for gear. By August 
20th, Astoria’s first fire department 
Astoria No. 1—later Astoria Engine 
Company No. 1—was formally orga- 
nized with forty volunteer members. 
Just ten days later, on August 30th, 
they were called into action to fight 
their first fire at Captain Henry A. 
Snow’s home, located at what is 
now, 6th and Commercial Streets. 

The first fire engine arrived by 
steamer from Portland on Novem- 
ber 7, 1870 —a Hunneman & Co. 
hand engine purchased used from 
the Willamette No. 2 Fire Depart- 
ment. Under the Willamette 
No. 2 foreman’s tutelage, Asto- 
ria No. 1 began training to use the 
rig almost immediately, a process 
that involved pulling the engine to 


] 


a fire and connecting it to an avail- 
able water source and pumping 
water into the fire hoses by hand. 

As the city’s first fire department, 
members of Astoria No. 1 had to 
make decisions about all aspects 
of their new unit, from governing 
principals to equipment acquisi- 
tion, uniform design, and company 
name. Generally, this work was 
done by committee. The uniform 
committee selected “black pants, 
red shirt with wide collar, buttoned 
over the left side, [and a] black belt 
three inches wide, and glazed.” 
Their selection was approved 


“after a motion was carried to 


have the name of the company 
stamped on the belts in gilt letters.” 

The newly formed fire depart- 
ment was the subject of great 
fanfare, from the crowds that 
greeted the arrival of their engine 
to subsequent parades and celebra- 
tions. On December 26, 1870, the 
entire Company paraded through- 
out the city accompanied by the 
Astoria Brass Band, “resplendent 
in their new uniforms, and draw- 
ing their engine...where they were 
greeted with vociferous cheers 
by the citizens.” They would hold 
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a similar spectacle six days later, 
parading again with the Astoria 
Brass Band on New Year’s Day, 1871. 


RESCUE ENGINE COMPANY 
No. 2 

Astoria’s second volunteer fire 
department, Rescue Company No. 
2, organized on July 14, 1877. Head- 
quartered at 11th and Commercial 
Streets, in a building shared 
with City Hall, Rescue Engine 
Company No. 2 boasted a new 
Silsby brand steam engine. Both 
Astoria Engine Company No. 1 
and Rescue Engine Company No. 
2 had vied to receive the new Silsby 
engine, with the Rescue Engine 
Company winning the vehicle in a 


coin toss. This rig was still in use at 
the time of the December 1922 fire. 

In October 1877, Captain George 
Flavel purchased the Silsby steam 
engine used by Rescue Team No. 
2, new from the manufacturer for 


THE NEW SILSBY ENGINE OUTSID 


E THE RESCUE ENGINE NO. 2 STATION. 


(50) 
eh 
jan 
a 
x 
> 
a 
tn 
+ 
° 
eS 
8 
8 
} 
i 


ASTORIA NO. 1’8 NEW UNIFORMS. 


$4,500. The Captain had previously 
assisted the fire department by hous- 
ing Astoria No. 1's Hunneman & Co. 
hand engine in his warehouse when 
it arrived in November 1870. While, 
at first, Flavel offered this service 
free of charge, he raised the ire of 
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above: THE NEWLY BUILT BEE HIVE DEPARTMENT STORE WAS LOCATED ON THE 
SOUTHWEST CORNER OF 10TH AND COMMERCIAL STREETS. 
below: THE GRAND OPENING OF THE NEW LIBERTY THEATRE, APRIL 4, 1925. 
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point of pride and accomplishment. 
Amid this reconstruction, certain 
buildings came to represent this 
success—among them the Hotel 
Astoria and the Liberty Theatre. 

A Liberty Theatre existed on 
Commercial Street before the 1922 
fire. Like many other businesses, it 
relocated to a temporary location on 
Exchange Street following the fire. 
By May 1924, funds were secured, 
and plans were implemented to 
build a new Liberty Theatre. On 
April 4, 1925, the Liberty Theatre 
opened in its present location. 

Plans to build a grand hotel on 
the site of what would become 
the Hotel Astoria (later John 
Jacob Astor Hotel) preceded the 
December 1922 fire. Perceiving 
a need for lodging beyond what 
could be readily supplied by the 
Weinhard-Astoria and other area 
hotels, the site’s development had 
hardly begun when fire devastated 
the town. With so many people 
displaced by the fire and the general 
lack of lodging it created, plans for 
the Astoria Hotel were expanded to 
include additional floors and rooms. 

In celebration of the city’s rise 
from the ashes of the Decem- 
ber 8, 1922 fire, Astoria hosted the 
annual Oregon Fire Chiefs Conven- 
tion, September 15-17, 1924. ~~. 
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No Raise In Prices 


ASTORIA EVENING BUDGET 
APRIL 3, 1925 
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ASTORIA HOSTS THE ANNUAL OREGON FIRE 


HIEFS’ CONVENTION, SEPTEMBER 15-17, 
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1924. A HIGHLIGHT OF THE CONVENTION WAS THIS IMPRESSIVE DEMONSTRATION. 
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